
M i c h a e l  A r i e n s  p r o v e s  t h at  n o  s tat e  possesses a richer or more 
surprising legal history than Texas. In narrative as engaging as it is accessible, 
he has produced an overarching consideration of Lone Star law and legal 
culture—something notably missing in other Texas histories. After taking readers 
chronologically from early settlement through 1920, Ariens focuses on particular 
areas of Texas law, including property, family, business, criminal, and civil harms 
(tort), and on the history of Texas’s legal profession itself. Through illuminating 
and utterly Texan particulars, Ariens helps us understand a place at once 
southern and western, Spanish and Mexican, republic and state.

[Ariens] clearly explains the multinational legal heritage of Texas, the challenges of 
the Republic, and the accomplishments of statehood. He surveys a legislative 
past as well as the judicial heritage that confronted problems of land, water, 
crime, and industrial revolution amid an agricultural and ranching economy. 
. . . Texas produced presidents, senators, and representatives for the national 
political and legal system, but in Texas law, people in local and state politics 
mattered. Michael Ariens gives the reader a sense of how.  
       — G o r d o n  M o r r i s  B a k k e n ,  from the foreword

Superbly researched and engagingly written . . . a must-read for everyone seriously 
interested in Texas legal history. Ariens has produced a volume that even those 
without a legal background can understand and enjoy. — M i c h a e l  R .  B e l k n a p,  
Earl Warren Professor, California Western School of Law, and adjunct professor of 
legal history, University of California, San Diego

M i c h a e l  A r i e n s  is professor of law at St. Mary’s 
University of San Antonio, where he teaches courses in legal 
history, constitutional law, and the legal profession. Lone 
Star Law is an effort to provide a different lens for viewing 
the unique history of Texas.

Co n t e n t s

Creating Texas Law, 1718–1864 
Law and Crises, 1865–1920
Land, Oil, Water, and Sea: The Law of Texas 
The Railroad and Other Corporations
Family Law and Cultural Change
The Legal Profession, Legal Education, and the Courts
Criminal Law and Civil Rights

Civil Procedure, Civil Remedies, and Civil Law

n e w  r e l e a s e s

Texas Tech University Press   |   Order toll-free 800.832.4042     ttup@ttu.edu  |  www.ttupress.org

For more information, or a review copy, contact the TTUP Marketing Department, ttup@ttu.edu

t e x a s  t e c h  u n i v e r s i t y  p r e s s

An epic saga of Texas and the law

Order today
800.832.4042  |  806.742.2982
Fax 806.742.2979

Texas Tech University Press
Box 41037
2903 Fourth St., Ste. 201
Lubbock, TX 79409-1037
www.ttupress.org
ttup@ttu.edu

LSLAWFLYER2011

Lone Star Law
A Legal History of Texas
Michael Ariens

Texas history / law

512 pages, 7 x 10

35 b/w photos, 6 maps, index

$49.95 cloth  |  978-0-89672-695-6

RE
N

EE
 A

RI
EN

S


